4, it Torrly.

PLASTIC?

How many times have you heard someone say they used a “Plastic” ball, or a
“Resin” ball? I hope you’re not surprised to hear that these are misrepresented and
distorted words for describing bowling balls being used on the lanes today. Plastic and
resin (used to describe bowling balls) are mistakenly applied, not only by a majority of
bowlers, but also by pro shop operators who order these balls.

Manufacturers classify bowling balls in their proper category; meaning either
polyester or urethane. Somewhere, somehow, outside the ball manufacturing industry,
“resin balls” and “plastic balls” surfaced as the latest lingo, cliché’, and jargon.
Interestingly, the usage of “plastic” is not only misused by bowlers themselves but is
NEVER corrected or explained by those who should know better, including me. It has
been bantered about by professional bowlers, pro shop operators, bowling writers, sales
representatives, and sacrilegiously uttered by ball reps on both professional bowling
tours. It is improperly employed by analysts on bowling television shows who
unabashedly refer to a bowler shooting at a 10-pin spare with a plastic ball. Yet,
somehow, in some situations, the word plastic, rather than polyester, has crept into a
number of manufacturer’s vemacular. This is, perhaps, due to the continuous and
prolonged usage of the word plastic among bowling participants.

Before proceeding any further, let’s examine the origin and source of this
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years has been formulated from a synthetic substance, including many of the so-called
mbb“baus‘hﬁngbacktothew’andSO’s.Asamatterofﬁct,duringﬂ:eWorldWarIL
Whenﬂ'edem‘“df“mmbbﬂpmduasexceededmenammmm,mbbabdls,as
well as automobile tires, were created with plastic materials. Hence, the word “synthetic”
is the most appropriate characterization of any and all bowling balls today. Further, we
can then say that while a/l bowling balls are synthetic, some are polyester resin and some
are urethane resin.

During the late 50’s, Brunswick and Columbia produced the original synthetic
balls in various colors, It was familiarly referred to as a plastic ball. Although plastic
covered a multitude of man-made materials, the synthetic substance utilized by Columbia
and answickatthattimewas,and continues to be, polyester resin.

In the late 70°s, AMF revolutionized the bowling ball market with the
introduction of the Angle, a ball produced from urethane, one of the most intricate and
sophisticatedminsonﬂlema:ket.muhane,ampidcmingmin, is an extremely rigid
material, yet possesses unbelievable traction on the lanes. Needless to say, other
manufacunusjumpedonthemuhmbandwagon.

In the late 80’s, Steve Cooper, a former professional bowler from Southern
Cdifmnia,pmdtwedﬂwX-Calibm,ameﬂmwbdlcmcoaedwiﬂ)wﬁomﬁdiﬁvesﬂm
createda“tacky”&eldnthelpeddleballtoinmﬂlegmbbingeﬂ'eaonﬂ)elm.m
incredible hooking action and explosiveness of this missile sent manufacturers scurrying
ﬂIMIghmndnecamuy,seekingadﬁceﬁomchemimlmmuﬁlm“sforSimihreaﬂﬁng
materials. Cooper’s ball, displaying extraordinary movement and entry to the pocket,
camed the endearing reputation “cheater ball” from professional players. The combined
various materials in these type balls have been categorized by manufacturers as
“reactive” resins, thus providing bowlers with even greater sophisticated weapons.

During the past few years, urethane balls have been customized with glass
particles and other various adhesive concoctions. Such foreign substances, heretofore
banned by ABC/WIBC regulations, now have managed to skirt the rules and infiltrate the
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PRO-BALL AT BUGSY’S
BOWLING EQUIPMENT

\C
.m BOWLING BALLS, BAGS, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES FROM ALL

THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS.

BALL PRICES FROM £50
DRILLING AND FITTING
INCLUDED.

_TRAINING AVAILABLE
WITH A BTBA AND JETS INSTRUCTOR,
USING - BOWLERS MAP GOLD - DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGY. CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS.

ALSO ALL mﬂ! CiRDS NOW ACCEPTED
=] B =
EBONITE FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE
WITH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

WHY NOT VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR OUR UP TO
DATE PRICE LIST AND CHECK OUT THE LATEST
SPECIAL OFFERS!! YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT US
BY E-MAIL TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT.

www.pro-ball.biz e-mail: proball@btinternet.com

TEL: 01843 224735 OR MOBILE 07979 500202

OR BUGSY’S (CLIFTONVILLE) ON: 01843 228632
TALK TO RICHARD, CRAIG OR SIMON - THE PRO-SHOP TEAM.
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THE KTBA AGM

WILL BE HELD ON
SATURDAY 11™ FEBRUARY 2006

AT

THE SPYGLASS & KETTLE
WOODSIDE, WIGMORE.
THE AGM COMMENCES AT 7.00 PM

FOLLOWING THIS (APPROX 8.00 PM)
WE WILL BE HOLDING A

QUIZ NIGHT

TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE KENT TEAMS.

WHY NOT GET A TEAM OF UP TO SIX
PLAYERS AND SEE WHETHER YOU CAN BE
THE KTBA QUIZ CHAMPIONS

NON-BOWLERS WILL BE WELCOME

ENTRY FEE £7.50 PER PERSON
(THIS INCLUDES A LIGHT BUFFET)

ACES FOR THE QUIZ NIGHT BY RETURNING

PLEASE BOOK SP
" ENTRY FORM (AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LEAGUE SECRETARY)
o OR PHONING ROSEMARY MOLL 01634 326322
300 GAME 300 GAME
CONGRATULATIONS TO CONGRATULATIONS TO
GORDON PUXTY KEITH HODGE
FOR ROLLING A 300 GAME IN TIE FOR ROLLING A 300 GAME IN THE
0 MF GRAVESEND OLYMPIC LEAGUE AT AMF GRAVESEND
LYM?'SNLZE:,,?UEmsgﬁ‘BER o ON 1" DECEMBER 2005
T







