Faijure Club

popular ‘“‘Failure Club’’. Just about
everyone is breaking their necks to
become members; well that’s my impres-
sion after reading the February issue of
the World of Tenpin. In the Editorial
Keith Hale explained that he receives a
lot of criticism for not including Fred
Bloggs and his first 600, and continued,
““each area should have its own publica-
tion to cover local events,’”’ and cites
SEBA BOWLING NEWS as an exam-
ple. He concludes, “If you live in a
strong bowling area that does not have
the benefit of a local publication why
not get together a few enthusiasts and
get something going. You’ll get lots of
help once it gets off the ground.”” —
KEITH!! That’s the best laugh I've had
for years!! Bowling News, SEBA's that
is, has been produced since 1965, by
Brian Morrison and Brian Langford un-
til 1979 or 80, and they used a large
crystal ball and a big stick with a nail in
the end to collect their copy. HELP??
KEITH!! HELP??? I know you sincere-
ly believe that every area should have
one, and I agree, but all the help they,
and | receive is when we do it ourselves.
‘Welcome to the Club Keith’.

Cheers

A recent advert on TV sang the praises
of a sparkling wine from France, [
think? As particularly good for anniver-
" saries; The General Secretary of the
BTBA is not given to miss many
chances, and . asked the importers
Reckitt & Colman if they would supply a
quantity of their nectar for consumption
at the reception to celebrate the 21st An-
niversary of the BTBA National Cham-
pionships, for the usual recognition in
the Championships brochure. He re-
ceived a reply, and was asked to contact
their public relations officer, a Miss

thought our

whoever it was — “Well'’ a few

illustrious Gen Sec **I’'m in here,
bottles of bubbly will make our Pty B
with a real swing — after all I Z <52
gratis,” whistling to himself as he "‘ i
the number. *‘Hello,’ says a very € ecre
ful Gen Sec and explained his purpos
and mission, *‘Oh dear”’, replied 2 very
sweet relations officer, ‘‘how RIct .
“how sad,” “so sorry,” "I do, It\‘lo
think” and all his hopes went POP! NO.
not Champers, not even 2 cork! —
MUSTARD!! MUSTARD?? — Y&
MUSTARD!! To dress his cocktail
sausages, and various other samples in
nice little packets to RAFFLE at his little
do. Now it is not for me to assert that
the importers have not heard of Tenpin
Bowling, or that the importers had
misunderstood or Gen Sec, but someon¢
has to be in our Club! Hello
MAURICE.

Bowl Manager Kerry Purcell from
Whitstable as applied for Club member-
ship with a-score that will please ““e
Editors of ‘‘Southern Scene’’,
246-140-216, and before ‘‘Southern
Scene’* reminds us it totals 602, we
know it does. But Kerry seems like a nice
boy, so he is in. By the way, SO iS
“Southern Scene’. Basildon’s Senate
League was to witness Keven and Sue
Wright, Bob Adams and Jack Day
become **Failure Club’’ members. Their
team Constructor Fleet (CF) were top of
the league and needed to defeat their op-
position 8 nil on the last night to become
League Champions. The odds were in
their favour because their opposition
were firmly placed at the foot of the
league. CF started 2 ‘pictures’ down,
and by the 5th frame had lost another 12
‘pictures’. Collectively CF only closed
one frame, and by the 5th frame Keven
had scored a magnificent 49!! — Yes
they LOST — 513 to 600 plus. Never
mind Constructor Fleet, ‘Failure Club’
membership is all yours.

Bob Packman in the Spartan Trios at
Bexleyheath on the 16/12/81 became a

‘FC’ member with 209-183..
almost the best vet. John Willia
ing for ASA 400 in Bexleyheag L 0"
Table League thought it wa, * Roung
when he had reached the Sth frap, is day
first game and had scored 1151 .?;l" his
for 200 thinks John,” but ﬁni}hed £
190. Disappointed, but no; dm\mth
opened his second game 4X g spa,enred
119 in the Sth without counting the o
ball of the 6th, *‘This time 1 can?, failﬁ
John convinces himself. But Jigh;qi
was to strike twice, he took his eye of

. the
lane for one minute and some mise,
had rubbed out his line, and he ﬁnishq;
with 178. A third game of 1SS, apg he
finished with 523, not a bad nighy,
bowling if your not a MEGASTAR, by,
John was not happy, broadly translateq
he was as sick as a parrot. He thought it
was his day. Cheer up John, it is the
Chinese Year of the DOG, you must
have at least one this year. It’s my only
hope. Just a minute John, [ have found
the answer, if was under exposed!!

Alan Hutchins is with us again. You
can’t keep him down, bowling in the
Fireball League with Big ‘B’ for first
game read Steve Carnall 239, Vic Lewis
245, Alan Hutchins 153. Alan was
caught on 27 beer frames. Cheers, Alan.

Peter Blake with a 151 average in the
Concorde League, Bexleyheath bowling
for the Perishers proved all is not lost
when he scored 169-98-233. Pete Smith
in the Euro Kitchens League, Southend
scored 277-157-155, 589 series. I have no
other details than that, but it’s good
enough for this page. Jerry Ladge has
stepped forward with a 148 average in
the Bexleyheath Friday Fours, opened
with a steady 152, followed by 207 which
finished with 5 in a row. Feeling flushed
with success he went in to the third game
and only managed 2 spares and 1 strike
for 118 thereby failing to roll 500. When
asked why the ‘Failure Club’ he replied
“It’s the only thing I'm likely to qualify
for.”” What could I say? Except he runs
the very successful Bexleyheath
NAYBC.

I have ordered Failure Club Badges,
and in the next issue I shall list all of the
Club Members.
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from

Ru’ FICG'
Dc;;u wanted copy for the mag, so just
cop this lot.

We in SEBA reckon to belong to the
BTBA through the bes: area association
in the country. We have the largest area
championships in the country, some
really on the ball officials, some of the
friendliest lanes in the whole of
Christendom, and yet even we can’t
show a united front.

We make a paltry 3p per series con-
tribution towards the running costs of
the association. Or most of us do. Even
had this been raised to 5p we’d still be

getting a cheap deal. But what happens
when such a proposal is made? So called
loyal members threaten to withdraw
their contributions completely. Well
allow me to quote H. G. Wells to you
short sighted types. Old H, G. wrote a
rather good book entitled ‘“The War in
the Air’’. In it he foretold fictionally the
advent of long distance warfare. All to
no avail. In the preface to the 4941 edi-
tion he pointed out that what he’d been
predicting for many years had been bas-
ed on public knowledge and that anyone
not wearing blinkers could have foreseen
the effect of the causes. He had seen
what was coming and how easily it could
be avoided. When it came he could only
- bitterly point out-how blind people had
been. His words in that preface where
“You fools. You damn fools”’.
Well, that’s what everyone of you
folks who begrudge a shilling a series is.

You sir. And you madam. You bunging .

that two shilling piece in the luindit. You
spending twelve and eight pence ha’pen-
ny on a pint. You on the four bob Space
Invaders machine. Fools. Damn fools,
each of you. For the lack of two pence
more, less than a tanner, you have decid-
ed to keep your association at a level
where it ticks over, Oh sure, ticking over
will suffice, What it wan’t do is provide
sufficient paper and other stationery to
keep the members of, the association up
1o date on all developments they should
know about. What it won’t do is provide
your officials with modest, let alone
realistic, compensation for the time and
effort they put into making sure your
area'is properly administered. What it
won’t do is provide a decent trophy
renewal programme.

What does lineage cost at your centre?
And your subs? And your points fund?
And transport to and from the lanes?
Are you that impoverished that another
2p will consign you to eternal penury?

I heard that muttered remark, and
would point dut that women and kids
read this mag. However, I shall
endeavour to answer it, albeit shorn of
the adjectival you chose to
Whmmm. No, l'mnotlﬁ

. No, my colourful C
doesn’t work, she stays at home looking

after our highly unlikely at his age son.
We have no other extremely athletic in-
come. Yes, we do find it a matter for
censorship struggle to make ends meet,
But make ends meet we do. And stif]
would even if the Infamous SEBA hiked
their iniquitous rates to the dizzying

ights of one whole shilling.
he;’tbowl once a week because that’s al] |

can afford. If I had the money I’d bowl
more often and weuld still want to see a
more realistic rate paid to my associa-
tion. I heard that as well. I'm not deny-
ing that as a league secretary my lineage
is paid by my league. So’s the
treasurer’s. That’s been the case for
quite some time now. Previously I paid,
The lot. Lineage, subs and SEBA con-
tribution. Including a prolonged period
on the dole. No, I don’t think that’s
hypocritical. If I were stinking rich I’d
still expect my lineage to be paid by my
league, on the basis that people ap-
preciate more those things they pay for.
I provide a good service to my league.
My members know they're paying for
those services, and in fact, since the in-
ception of the payments, use those ser-
vices more thoughtfully,

So too on a much larger scale, are we,
the association members, now aware
that there is an amount of administra-
tiori and organisation that is dr=,
people. Not stuff that miraculously hap-
pens, but is actually done by a process of
physical and mental effort. When you
£0 to a tournament that hairy one who
tries to flog you a badge (you do try with
other people as well, not just me, don’t
you Ted?) and the not so hairy one with
the bins, and all the others with sweat on
their brows, they’re doing their best to
ensure you have a hassle-free time. To
suggest that the services they provide
ain’t worth ten times the price is reminis-
cent of the rear view of a large herd of
superannuated bison. 3

S0 next time it’s suggested that your
contributions be raised, don’t go all
thrifty, For heaven’s sake, surely your
association is worth a shilling a series?

So what’s next on the list? Ah yes. I

‘see in the “World of Tenpin” that

Maurice Glazer's desk has written an ar-
ticle that includes the phrase **Ask not
what the BTBA does for you — what do
you do for the BTBA?” To which I
reply (and my kitchen cabinet agrees),
“‘Subsidise a supposed prestigeous tour-
nament, the Nationals, but not any more
myoldm‘u

I've had it up to the gills and beyond
with pitching my hard earned roubles in-

o a fund for high rollers. The scratch
divisions

This. The handicap divisions. Observe.
Joe Lowe has an average of 126. Cy
Hyghe has an average of 182. Who has
the advantage? It ain’t Joe, that’s for
sure. Whether they both play to average,
both play the same percentage above
average or both play the same number of
pins above average poor old Joe is
gonna bomb out. That’s fairy nuff.
Nobody's asking for Cy’s skill to be
completely nullified. But the lgiller_ is
thdt Joe has to put up with a limit being
applied to his handicap. Joe has got _[ust
about zilch chance of getting anything

apart from into debt.
No Siree. I'll stick to tournaments

that give the Joe Lowes of this world

only one hand tied behind the_back.

Failing that I'll take my chances with the

three card merchants ir: Oxford Street.
. »

Next sacred cow please.
How about the joke in the rule book

about fostering and maintaining ‘‘the
spirit of good fellowship and true sports-
manship’’? ;

I’m surprised the big boys haven’t got
together and had that erased. !

Hey! You there. You with the pained
expression. How long since you started
bowling in a league? Joined through a
low av. grass roots league, eh? Found it
such good fun that improvement was no
sweat over the years, hmm? Your
average went up and up until you felt
you needed stronger opposition so you
joined that prestige league, right? Lost
twenty six series on the trot, Number
twenty seven, the gods smile on ,._.,
everything goes just right. You thrashed
the thingies off your opposition, right?
Shook hands afterwards and he put the
ole knuckle crusher ‘'on you.- Seriés
number 28, you still got sore fingers.
Three times in the first game someone
fumbles their ball off the rack onto the
deck just as you’re releasing. Why,
yeah, it would make you pop it into the
gutter. And the second game, all those
shadows flitting across the telescore
screen, enough to put anyone off. No,
honest, I agree. Still, despite that, your
third game was a real blinder, I can tell.
No, don’t blush, it must have been a
least forty above average. How can I
tell? Oh, just a lucky guess I suppose.
What? Yeah, of course you can join our
cmck.ly little league. No rush though,
you just make sure those knuckles have
healed properly first. That's the second
time in a fortnight, innit?

. 9 »

Anyway, my old, seeing as how you'’re
that hard up for copy, and the tight wot-
sits won’t cough up enough for you to
purchase rejection slips, I reckon you
Junnﬁ;htuaethhtoﬁnsomcspmin
your fine journal. If you do I've lots
more where this came from (Gods
 preserve us alll) Speaking as one who
always goes for the Brooklyn and nor-
mally gets the Bronx (cheer) I know
yow'll be anxious to sign up this
previously untapped source of jour-
nalistic talent.

May you always have one more shot
in your locker.
“JoeCool"(Roymdxdl)



Scene Around SEBA ,

'BASILDON

Marion Drury bowling in the
Monday Mixed Fours at Basildon
completed a 627 series that included
a 258 game. She now leads the Area
Hi’s for the series by one pin cver
Sheila White,

BEXLEYHEATH
Roger Mace playing in the Spar-
tan Trios scored his first €00 recent-
ly, 193 - 175 - 253 = 621, the last
game read 3X 8— gX 9 spare. This
year Roger has taken his av
from 120 to 162, and has been the
ue’s most improved bowler for
the last two seasons.
Grahame Wooley bowling for
Organised Chaos in

Bexleyheath, Belson and
Peter Blake converted the BIG 3
split, now that can’t be bad, but it’s
off to the Failure Club for you
chaps, no, not for converting the
Big 4, but for leaving it in the first
place.

Ou the subject of the Kailure
Club, members to this now Famous
Club can purchase a badge to show

that they are members. They cost
80p each and are worth every penny.
Steve White wants a badge for scor-

ing 166-246-156. That' will cost you .

80p Steve.
Tervy Munson has been on form

lately with 667, that included a 255
game in the Olympic League, and
669, with a 252 game in the Round
Table League. All good scores, but
they just failed to make it to the
Area Hi’s. Could that be another
80p??

Alan Kirk with 202-258-269 for
729 will not be asked to pay 80p. In-
stead his score leads the Men's
Singles on the Area Hi 's. Incidently
Alan’s 729 is the 89th 700 plus series
registered in SEBA, always pro-
viding my information is correct.

The Sting have played their way
into this season’s Area Hi's with a
1883 trios series in the Round Table
league. Their series included a 668
 game, Mac McCartney 237, Roy

Hudson 226, Phil Puttick 205. Well
, ?‘oj;); ladx,l 4:1; in the Area Hi’s, but

ailed to' take the League’s Hij

Game. What’s 80p three times???

Steve White and Alan Hutchins in

the Spartan League have entered the
's with a single game of 425

the A.H. of F.C. Fame,
¥ Of you have taken the

mﬁmm Focus?

Not many I’ll bet! Well you do not
know wh:'t you're missing. Produc-
ed by the Womens National Com-
Mittee they upon all aspects
of the Womens bowling scene,
reports from around the Centres,
what is happening to the UK Ladies
Squad, and reports from the many
tournament they promote: From the
latest edition, slightly edited by
yours truly, a report from Bex-
leyheath by Vera Roper. Bex-
leyheaths’ Monday Mixed Doubles
begins early evening consists mainly
of husband and wives, one such
team is now called Cat Dog & Baby.
The team is Fran & Mick Honess.
Fran a member of the 1981 Kent
Ladies team with a 176 average, plus
unborn child — Mick, 165 average,
0 extra weight and married to
Fran. They finished bowling on
Monday having bowled average,
went home, and very soon after
were on their way to the maternity
Hospital. Just imagine the Head
Line if this happy event had hap-
pended earlier — BABY BORN ON
LANE 16 — Catch em early I
always say. I would like to add
BN’S belated greetings to baby
Honess, and our congratulations to
“Fran & Mick: . . . O'Dear | nearly
forgot, Fran was d ivered of a baby
girl at 08.00 a.m., and she weighed 6
Ib 10 oz. That information is for the
Ladies.

The Valley Ants nearly had babies
when they played the Chessmen iy
the Olympic League recently. The
Ants started the game plus 77 pins
on handicap, and by the 3rq frame
that lead had been reduced to leve|
— by the 7th frame th

the Valley Ants stage a recover
... Yes . ., they lost, they had been
trampled on by a team of Chessman
led by Bill Bridge, B had starteq
the assault with 4 ip 5

Paul Stevens 214 & Dm'hruérzu
for a 1062 game. They hay, taken
Omega by 27 pins, and moye 3 S

SMmimAm!-h'sforqu-.
Ants ? Well they haye ;
fight another day, . " ived to
Guys & Do hit |
hdplwmm&qni.,lgf::

i}' 5 : |

mixed doubles,

Steven Carnall jp the R
Table league scored 677 which :
d“d'-’dH§'268 Bame just misyey -
mAm?? 1's. Could lhls.be aNother

CLIFTONVILLE
During Febry Cliftonvijle

their House O)ﬁpionshi;l,kggs:
namergt orggnisor Vickey Timmg
was disappointed with the low ey,
try, and hopes for more COmpetitorg
next vear. Anne Simmong Walked
away with the Lades Scratch apg
Handicap Singles, accompanied py
Sue Jenkins they wop the Ladie
Scratch Doubles.
Sylvia Colley are the Ladies Hap.
dicap Doubles Champions, Anpe
Simmons led her team to victory in
tch team event, and
are the Lagdies
Handicap Champions. Paul
Crundell is Cliftonville’s H/cap &
Scratch Singles Champion, Scratch

¢k Chapman,
Paul Crundell’s team won both

Team scratch and Handicap, Four
other prizes were awarded for Hj
games and they went to Keith Lux-
ton 235 Geg Lewis 223, Joyce Chap-
man 207 & Vicky Timms 20},
April the 4th and the Cliftonville
Mixed Doubles attracted more en-
‘ries than the House Champion-
ships. The Tournament was

Classified into three groups, and the

winners were Diy | Rene Hams &
Frank Boyden. Div 2 Carol and
Greg Lewis. Div 3 Keith Luxton &
Anne Simmons,

Bowlers of the Year to date at
“liftonville for Jan Feb & MCH
are, Chris Smith, Anne Simmons,
Graham Welch, Jill Baldwin, Bob
Potts, Ron Mason, & Carol Winn.
Report from Vicky Timms.

DAGENHAM
Mark Sullivan has moved into 4th
place in the Junior Singles on the
Area Hi's with a 263 game in the
Enterpri ’
Pete Butcher from the Masters
takes Ist place in the Area
Hi’s mens singles with a 278, and
moves into 4th place with a 686
series. Pete Babot in the Supreme
moves in to 2nd piace with a
single game of 276, Joe Artner also
from the Supreme league rolled 272

ltlstshonofthetopﬁnthem
the series and game.



The Eric Baker Tournament pro-
duced a few Area Hi's — George
Patel & Bill Preston 1285 series, 473
game for st place in the doubles for
the game & series. Billy in the series
hit 692 for 3rd place in the Area Hi
singles, and was robbed of another
700 by 2 orrible 8 pin m; 80p for
your thoughts Bill. Sunday
Rollers have finished their winter
season, and in st place with 684
points Dagenham Motors, 2nd
Black Magic 82, 3rd Fuzz with 60
points.

League positions for the week en-
ding 13/4/82 in 1-2-3 order. Masters
League, Aquila — Bullets —
Hawks, Supreme League, Travellers
& Play Boys, Comets, Mecca, Solar
Leagpe, Columbia Royals, Rollin
Pins, Match Box. 'Capitol Doubles,
Black Magic, Silter Rollers, Just
Two. Star Wars {eague, P. Mat-
thews, B. Preston,i P. Babot.

i
{

SOUTHEND
We had sent SAE to the
Secretary of the goumcnd House

Committee, but to Hate we have not
received a reply. Nothing said, is
nothing read. !

U.K. Junior Mark Presley in
Southends European Kiichins
League is back into the Area Hi’s
with a 693 & 683 series, and leads
the Juniors with a single game of
288 which included 10 in a row.

From Feminine Focus — Sweet
Caroline, Carol Pomeroy to be
precise, a newcomer to Ten Pin with
a 142 average was delighted to
achieve a 529 series that included a
200 game. She should fair well in
Dagenhams’ Capitol Doubles.

WALTON '

Who would have thought that
making Walton Pier Bowl, Bowl of
the Year would have lead to
Waltons’ TenPin- News being im-
pounded by the Bowl Management
for publishing a letter from a
Walton League President on the
standards and conditions within the
Walton Bowl. As Editor of SEBA’s
Bowling News I agree with TenPin
News in their article Right to Write

a_nd I quote, “‘every member has the
right to write, although it does not
follow that TenPin News will have
the right to publish any cor-
fespondence which may be likely to
Cause offence or encourage
disputes. The dividing line between
these two factors may get a little

thin from time to time, but using the
yardstick of if it is fact, and of
general interest —, Publish — e
should not drift t0 the wrong side
intentionally. . . . With courage of
his convictions said member wrote
to the Bowl Director, and forward-
ed a copy to ‘TN’ for publication,
Unfortunately the correspondence
in question appears to have been in.
favourable reccived as various ver-
bal ultimatums resulted, and to con-
clude Walton TenPi_n. News publish-
ed the Letter that critised the editors
of Bowling News for making
Walton Bow! of the Year, and sug-
gested that we would pay a visit to
our opticitions, and visit Walton in
the Winter without our thermal
underwear.”” Now it is is not for me
to aggravate this situation, but |
understand that all the copies of
Walton’s TenPin news has been
confiscated by the bowl manage-
ment. Action that can only be
described as Drastic. Have they not
heard of the right to reply. As editor
of Bowling News I exercise that
right on my behalf now.

Bowling News made Walton Pier
Bowl, Bow!l of the Year based upon
it’s services to the leagues over and
above those services normally
received. Several Walton Leagues
have adopted a format of play not
catered for in materials from the
BTBA, and the Walton Pier
management provide the necessary
materials these leagues require. I
realise Walton Pier Bowlers pay a
club fee, but that fee does not meet
the cost of providing such service.
Another reason for our choice is the
number of Tournaments that are
staged at Walton, with guaranteed
prize funds, ten such tournament in
1982. We decided that such services
deserved recognition.

It is my fervant hope that Walton
Bowl Management excerises it's
Right to reply in Walton TenPin
News, and Status Quo returns.

Still at Walton, the New Beach
Cash league has finished it’s season.
In 1st place Walton Pro Shop, 2nd
Sporting Farmer, 3rd Mixers. Team
Hi game and series scratch Pro Shop
861, 2386. Team Hi game handicap
Four Aces 929, Team Hi Series han-
dicap Persuaders 2556. Invididual
Hi Game Scratch C. Cole 269. Hi

Series Scratch Scottow. Hi Game

H)Cap C. Newstead, 293. Hi serics
H/cap T. Brokker 725. Hi Averages
Paul Scottow 196 over 99 games
Terr Hewitt GB Junior 195 over 24,
John Mills 194 over 42 & Robin
Garton over 84 games.

WHISTABLE

June Small and Malcoim Riddall
in the Tuesday Duo’s league scon.'ed
451 for 1st place in the Area Hi’s,
and June has taken Ist place in the
Ladies singles with 260.

New League
at Basildon

Hi!

My name’s Keith Starbuck, I'm
secretary of the York Borg/Warner
League (Basildon).

1 was asked if I would like to con-
tribute an article to Bowling News,
which I’m happy to do.

We are a new league, 90% of our
members have never bowled before,
we originally formed as a company
club and progressed from there.

We have now been bowling
together for about 6 months, our
lowest average is around 100 going
up to 172, the league average at
around 145, there are 26 members
and increasing, 8 x 3 man teams and
2 reserves. :

We have had a number of high
scoring games (for example)

Chris Lizzimore 236

John Eames 214 216

Kyril Ryan 200

and regular 190’s, 180’s, 170’s.
Not bad for a young club eh!

Some members of our club have
challenged our sister company in
West Germany and will be represen-
ting York Borg/Warner Air Comdi-
tioning in April at Mannhiem with a
return engagement to be arranged au
a later date.

If anyone out there are interested
in challenge matched to give us ex-
perience we would be happy to
oblige.

We have already played Regent
Club at Great Yarmouth and they
will be returning to us on June 6th at

Southend,

Now you know all about us, how
about letting us know some of you
out there, if you would like to con-
tact me about challenge matches my
address is:

28 Winstree,
Basildon,
Essex.
I hope to read about you all soon.
Keith Starbuck

Thank you Keith, I hope all your
members enjoy -reading “‘Bowling
News’' and look forward to many
more reporis from your league.
Ted Shrimpton

Editor B.N.






