.
e e it i S e

 NEWS_

AUGUST 1966

BTBA
AR ‘ 1SSUE NO.12.

.,\. : ERL TS "} h‘\
" 'The Water County Hall Theatre Players present

LECIN ALL mm AND ms'mR'rY 'THOU
". .‘." . ] A; r

UNITED WE' STAND

i
?
!
’ {

g ‘. A Tragic Balla,d of Pa.radoxical Autopsy
-\4 ey 4 \z ,

A Satire on the Level, comple&e ‘with Depressions, played on
4 Hish Boards, with Peelers,. Tapes and Mighty Rulers !!!

2B Any resemblence to any oharacters} living or dead, fictional or non-
" ifictional, sanctioned -or non-sanctioned is purely coincidental and
‘vjshould in no way be’ considered 1nsu1ting or defamatory.
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t & mammoth metal bird descended upon London -
gn,otum stspped a man whose knowledge of the sport
extensive than any one individual in the whole World

' 'American Bowling Congress, w:lth over ﬁve

,owling Centres in this Country ;of t ¥4 j
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ACT ONE - Scene I - 28th. May 1961 AL

After sixteon months of chaos resulting from ex oinema managers and others
without knowledgo of the eport, trying to interpret non=existant rules for the game in
this country, hundreds of bowlers who grew 0 1ove their new sport decided that rules
and regulations wore s must for it's survival. No greater indication of their sound
thinking could be shown than in the field of skittles, where for hundreds of years,
through a lack of uniformity, the game retrogréssed into a form of public house
entertainment with no future. G Vi _ 4 '3

The manufacturers, in their wisdom, invited a man with 25 years practical
experience in the sport of Tenpin to assist, guide and advise British bowlers on how
to form their own association. To the customers of the Bowling Centres this was an
overdue, commensense idea, but in the background the centre owners were showing
concern at the formation of a "union". Possibly an understandable fact when viewed
through the eyes of a projector in a cinema! Their arguaments concerning unions,
however, were really no concern of their customers, as unions are invariably limited
to employees. b A Sl 2

Despite this opposition the British Tenpin‘Bowling Association was formed
and were so keen to co-operate with the proprietors that they opened the ranks of
their Council and elected a proprietor as one of their founder members.
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CO-OPERATION ! . S

Sgene II - June 1961 g S "-

The new players association were informed that they would not be allowed to
inspect the owners lanes! This was not the brainstorm of any niggardly, objectionable
chargrter, but the reasoning of a wise businessman who stated, "Why should I allow a
man. 46 dosn't know his 'rear end' from his elbow to decide whether a quarter million !'
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pound investment meets his requirements". . Nobody could“disagree with such a statement
but the fact still remaine¢ that a 12" ruler is generally accepted to be ‘12" long!

CO-OPERATION ? 2 - : U

ACT IT - Scene I = 13th. July 1961

A meeting took place between proprietors and the President, Vice President
and another Council member of the B.T.B.A. The subject was lane certification, and in
order to dispel the anxiety of the owners they were invited to draw up a six part
agreement covering all points. The only requirement on their part was that the B.T.B.A.
be allowed to certify the correctness of the lanes.  ° !

The B.T.B.A. Council -unhesitatingly signed the agreement which afforded
complete and absolute protection to the owner, and it is considered that this agreement
is as binding today as it was five years a.go.ﬁu’: AL 5 el - : '
CO-OPERATION ! o SRl oy 5k ST |

Scene II b/ e Sl ;

We see the mushrooming of the ,bo'wl‘ling';ipdps‘tz'jy.andﬁwith it the expansion of !
the players organisation, who were imgd,ig‘.j;’elﬁd 5B the World Organisation of
Bowlers as a member. --3":?_ JEn bl A

Behind the scenes, individua]:s_,’.y« 0 had ‘2
such surroundings that they were unable fo &
were proclaiming, "Leggues aré -not the answe

uce new blood". b ! Ry S ;
:z.f;::izgt qualified instructors and a pa‘l:hﬁ ic 0 - v ,y-&ame ?.tself took a. .~
Targe toll of potential regulars. How many tiicshave[Ws heard people say, "I don't = 7
you how to ‘play and-the ball is too - l
i1l TR Rl

1ifetine in entertainment but in !
Férenc ak?étweqh"putty'and butter

Syling ‘must be' promoted to the full
y/flowing —OUT! A lack ot.,‘_,*.’!

like tenpin bowling because no one bothers to sﬁ’c{'

anyway!", $Rxe | T :
hea"y. %he pulse of the life blood was, is, andalb;aya will be at management level.
fat cigar who attends a meetinhg once a month and regards !

man with the big ! ARG, X
gg:l::: as peasants or a necessary evil, but the man'who is required to face his

them ‘welcome and encourage them to return. v
Qustomars aggy?a:after all, does anyone spend his hard earned money rolling a ball down °
a lane? Surely because he 1likes to spend hig leisgre,_hours in comfortable surroundings,
in a pleasant atmosphere, with amenable people 'an;dl,‘at jthe same time to match his skill
against the next man. Every effort is made to teach management how to operate a2 till
but how can one teach them tact, diplomacy and courtesy, all adding up to good public
relations, which is the basis of any succesfull Emine?s? : . : : !

ACT III - Sceme I - 1962 a8 SR 2
Return to the conference room - where we find the T.B.P.A. objecting to
baving their lanes resurfaced every two yegrg‘_;::._'lfheir ‘oomplai.nt ,54.5 logical and under-
standable, and the B.T.B.A. General Secretary offers sympathy to their feelings and
scta tae wheels in motion to remove their objections. Action in this respect wes
i sd.d ehawtly ~Ptoarunrda.  CO-OPERATION |
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cene II - Tournament Rield - Great Britnin

‘ In pursuan,

noney in the tfll. “\::et::r:d;:r:::tt:om“:n:; Spghinta-all must.producs maney

wne _accept, the

owners and rishtly 86! After all, they did own tixe bu:‘llﬁ:;.nnd P g ,ﬂ}' '°:t,""." 3

. 0 was th .
5. "these tournaments? U:?' however, with the knowledge and ability to provide rulel.for
ortunately none of the s
to the sponsors who ponsors and organisers. What happened
Wore under the impression that they were spon
sport? What happened t th Yy ponsoring an organised
#* ¥hat happened to th O the magnificent trophy offered by the 'News of the World'?
% P1oytex, Cangds Dry° once famous tournament sponsors - Pepei Cola,National Benzole,
Daily Mail, Eveni ’Nimm’ff Vodka, Bristol Cigarettes, Ovaltine, Daily Express,

| Whet heppened ol !tlg :we. Daﬁenham Post; Sandemans, Seven Up, Stanley Bridges, eto eto?

the B.T.B.A. could @ Annual" £5000 John Davis Tournament? What happened? Poseibly
from the Deil Mir h‘"’PNVided the answer when they graciously declined the offer
of '£5000, Thz A5 TOT 30 sponsor:the 1961 B,T,B.A. National Championships to the extent
. ehonesty S T, B-l?‘gouneil ‘honestly felt that such a sponsorship could not, in all
P2 eddi',tigfx thee £SOOO rth.of publioi‘by,*whioh is, after all, what a sponsor pays for.
offering'pu hqey Wrﬁ-“#»prepamg 'to give their members a false sense of values by
S ch magnificent prizes.for just one year with the possibility of not being
o o repeat the: 'service the next. Another point was the belief that their members
Rt :w:t“"ny ?’-’Qd““ ‘a prize fund in- excess of the sponsors figure anyway,
“ - £ gog )y their own enthusiasm.‘ (Prize F‘um:l for 1966 B.T.B.A. National Championehipe
_- 3 1--‘:—'1 . -:'..‘- o

Scene III = 1st Eu.ropean uhampionehipe ~ France

Through lack of income the players organisation went cap in hand to you can
guess who, for assistance in sending a British Team to France. Sufficient was raised
y but the B.T.B.A. were told that they should be self sufficient for any such future
events and that they need not come back aga:m with a similar request.

Scene IV - The World Championehips --l{exico City

lore money needed by the B T, B.A..,,to eend the British Team to l(exieo City.
etor offered. a.seieta.nce and;gave it, and receives the undying respect of all
eeiated. by allowing the use of their 1anee for kG
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‘people. Morris Glazer will not thank Bowling News for providing this information 'eﬁt~ &
t is felt that thie often mligned gentlema.n should also have the very occa.eional ;
uet. ' g 3% AT
Scene V - 2nd Europea.n_ ._Chamﬁior’i‘sé'ip% ,ﬁ,Birminghaﬁ :
" L5 ’ Wye
" For the first time in the history:of Tenpin Bowling there was 1oo$ i
e?dance by all European Member.Nations of the Foderation Internationale de Quilleur,
.F.I Q.) at the championships, held for the first time in this country. This 4
24 ;’ou:rnament was held in Great Britain as a direct result of co-operation between one R §
» proprietor, one manufacturer and the B.T.B.A. and in the eyes of all participating :
3 ng.it was a WOW! - taking no’ fewer than 16 curtain calls with this country tal:lng :
light. A
this that Creat Britain can ropair ‘some of 338
his was team work - not a singles event!

s_,,a.nd 1 Silver and a.lso th"

t 4s with co-operation
ge 'the sporting wo:l

empora.ri - osignaued ae the Prices and Incomes Board,
f e o members whe weoro spending too much, needed more, that thoee
?sneeded more, and those who could make enough, wanted more!
‘ ?t’,????lll!lll '._.
ki periods, 4/-d Af you were able to afford it, 2/66. in. 1.

tiiike saying, "Think of a number, double i4t,
\phone Head Office and find out!". ... . = = 4
‘minimum price to be charged per. game ]
ignore the rule, in which case if §
vA. would chamge it. for himl .'; 0 i ‘5
h frowe 6 ¥. !

Ty MR p 25’000 LT 34; ¥R ovsd ;
fprie emidmtxmterialize,;\the.- Ak ‘ﬂ
8s:0f custom as compared to the 5,
ok-ends, was painted . d.ma roeylﬁg
e ,'began to take on a n;ud ~: 2
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'Break Even' became the catch words of ‘I'.ho B..y You ﬂf@ 50391‘ ‘must "50'1 J

more as we must have more money to keep going says.the proprie%or.r So who" t‘ 8 the €

blame for the muddy hue? - not the manager or proprietor but 'you, the bowler for not'
spending more and we, the Area Assooiation:'fqr*not ‘bringlng in new cus*ﬁomrs‘iﬁﬁd‘
forming them into leagues.. ' =P '—._ -

Scene III - B.T.B.A. Annual General leeting 1964

| SRl i

'I‘he B.T.B.A. Council recommend a change in the Tournament Rules to a.llo'
for optional sanctioning. Yes until this time'all team tournaments had required to -
be sanctioned if members were to participate!’ However, it was felt that the rule y ¥
was illogical and that it's removal would allow for greater .c_o-_opgr_aﬁ_on with the
-proprietors.

The -result of the rule's relaxation’ produced an increasé of non-sanctioned
tournaments and also an increase of problems and trouble resulting from blatant
cheating and the faot that the manager of each centre was now the tournament mnager,
and his decisions were final - result a return to the chaos of 1960!

; *  Complaints poured in thick and fast- and the situation-came to a head with
the Daily Mirror Tournament. The Officials of the B.T.B.A. — against their better
judgement but because of their desire to co—operate agreed to sanction the tournament
only from the Regional Finals. The result was put down to experience — who verifies
the declared entering average of non-members who knock out B.T.B.A. members from the
competition, only to fall under the jurisdiction of our governing body at the stage .
of the Regional Finals, by which time it was too late to bring back the members who
zgib‘:::n beaten _,jely by virtue of a false entering average on the part of the non-

-Scene IV - Emergence of the N.T.B.C. 1964

We see the formation of the National Tenpin Bowling Council - an advisory
body set up to deal with problems in the bowling industry — composed of the 3
manufacturers, the propridtors association and the pPlayers organisation. An
excellent idea that was suggested and put into operation by the so called novices of
the trio; the B.T.B.A. The Chairman was the President of the players organisation,
and the N.T.B.C. secretary came from the proprietors association. After the first
meeting, however, nothing transpired for a whole year, until the B.T.B.A: called a
meeting as they were unable to condone the use of the name N.T.B.C. to cover a Junior
programme- that had been prepared by the proprietors association , who were using the- ]
names of N.T.B.C. and B.T.B.A. without prior reference to either of these bodies. < |

.
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An offer to operate this propame by B. ‘1‘ B-A. with full aoknowledgeuent to T.B.P.A.
was, however, refused.

At this time authority was given for the production of a beginners booklot
to be issued by the N.T.B.C. This conta.ipol ‘the ‘basj.o playing rules of the B.T. B.A.
with acknowledgement and on the clear: unders'i ‘that it would not be used by the
proprietors to promote non-sanctioned" tot&ﬁ?mon% oz Ieaguea. It now appears that '+ )
copies of this booklet are being distri‘bute&'tro use ‘1n non—smotioned to\u-nanents.

CO-OPERATION ? .3 . A e
Scene V - B.T.B.A. Annual General lieoting 2965 % Toan

" It was the unanimous recommendation of the delegates at this neeting to set
up a sub-committee to investigate the future position of tournaments and to decide
whether ox not to revert to the original. rule regarding sanctioning of team events.

The sub-committee invited members of the T.B.P.A. to be present at their
deliberations and to discuss the problems of both sides. The invitation was ignored
until the eleventh hour when all that the proprietors association were prepared to
do was to bave a letter delivered by band a few hours before the meeting exprosei.ng
their concern that tho B. T B.A. should even con-idor such a thingl

PHHTION?

ACT V - Scene I - 1965

One proprietor decides that our sport ‘of bowling is not a sport but an
entertainment and introduces disc jockeys to amuse the players - perhaps they will

next introduce tenpin bowling to their dance balls?

In most parts of the country t ;remsionilnovinfnn mmmm
now taking the blame? Not those who had® “to turn their bowling centres into -
amusemont arcades, not those who decidﬁg‘* ‘regular league customers were not

wanted but the only target left to th%ﬂ. B.T.B:A. Yhether their poorly directed !

ﬁm;- pointed et the B.T.B.A. Council, -t} ‘General Secretary, the Area Association,  _
Secretaries or the bowlersiis not important as we are a M—"w_'f
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westminster Dictionary defines 'sanction' as 'solemm ratiﬁcatioh log.l

n-b. S’O}I:,:: ta reouro obediance t2 rules and ohserve a given mode +° ¢ conduct’.

use vl










